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Hello from the Principal 
We have been subject to some extra special sparkle this week with two on-site 
curriculum related events, the Year 5 and 6 speech finals, and the Year 1 and 2 
poetry recital. Students in both teams presented with confidence and clarity, and to 
the high standards that we are always so proud of at Alfriston School. 
Congratulations to all students and teachers in these year groups on a fine result for 
2020, and to parents who have been supporting students during preparations for 
this much valued part of our literacy curriculum.  Finalists and placegetters can be 
especially proud of their achievements. Please see results, and the team summaries 
from Mrs Claire Galvin, and Mrs Kimberley Rivett included in this edition of the 
e-news. 
 
Attendance at school 
I am pleased to report that we have a high percentage of Alfriston School students 
attending on site under Alert Level 2.  96% of Alfriston School students are now 
attending and very much enjoying the many benefits that come with being at school, 
including playing, interacting and learning in person alongside peers and teachers.  
Thank you also to parents who are keeping us informed when a child is away sick, 
or for any other reason. This helps us keep accurate attendance records for 
students, and to report attendance details through to the Ministry of Education. 
 
Alert Level 2 
I extend my thanks to our parent community for supporting Alfriston School as we 
implement public health measures appropriate to Level 2. I appreciate all efforts to 
assist us at the school gate by staying in or beside cars at drop off or pick up times, 
and for being on time particularly at pick up time.  Thank you also to our Alfriston 
School staff who assist at the school gates, rain, hail or shine to help students arrive 
and depart safely. Please continue to contact the classroom teacher via email, or 
phone the school office with any changes to pick up arrangements: 09 2667845. 
 
Mobility access update  
I am pleased to report that works recently undertaken to improve mobility access 
across the school are almost complete, with the installation of a new bathroom unit, 
ramps and handrails. These improvements to our physical environment enable 
every student to have permanent and equitable access to all school facilities, and is 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Y3/4 Speech Finals 
Tuesday 22nd September 
(Alert Level 2 restrictions 

apply) 
 

Term 3 Dates 
Pita Pit lunches 

Wednesday 16th Sept 
 

Last Day of Term 
School finishes Friday 25th 

September 
2.45pm 

 
ICAS Examinations 

Rescheduled in Term 4 
ICAS Science - 13 October 
ICAS Maths - 15 October 
ICAS English - 20 October 

 
Yr 7 and 8 speech finals 
Rescheduled to Term 4 

 
 

 
Welcome to school 

Richard Chung 
Hagoth & Fiona Naivaluvou 

We hope you enjoy your 
time at Alfriston School! 

 
Students arrive at school 

from 8.00am onwards 
Gates close at 8.45am 

 
10.40am - 11.00am:  

 



 

an important development in the steps to future proof inclusive education at Alfriston 
School.  
 
Alfriston School sunhats 
With only two weeks to go until the end of Term 3, I extend a reminder to school 
families to ensure Alfriston School sunhats are at the ready, for the beginning of 
Term 4. Sunhats purchased now can be embroidered with the child’s name, in their 
house colours, in time for Term 4. This essential summer uniform item is available 
via Kindo.  
 
Pre-enrolments for 2021 
Parents of students with siblings who are due to start school in 2021, should please 
notify the school office now for pre-enrolment. This includes siblings of students 
attending Alfriston School who are living outside of our school zone. 
Pre-enrolments assist the school greatly to plan ahead for the 2021 school year. 
Please notify the school office: office@alfriston.school.nz or phone 09 2667845. 
 
Wig Wednesday 
Thank you for your support of Wig Wednesday.  Not only did students have lots of 
fun wearing whacky hats and wigs to school, but we were able to rais $690 for child 
cancer.  Well done to all! 
 

 
Remember to be kind to self, and others 

Have a lovely weekend everyone 
 

Nga Tui He Waiata  
Every tui has a song 

 
Michelle McCarty 
PRINCIPAL 
principal@alfriston.school.nz 
 

 
Policy Review 
SchoolDocs host Alfriston School’s set of school policies. We invite you to visit the 
site at http://alfriston.schooldocs.co.nz/  
Username: alfriston Password: alfriston 
Parents are invited to read the following policy, and provide feedback. 
 

1. Learning Support 
Instructions on how to provide feedback: 

1. Enter the username (alfriston) and password (alfriston). 
2. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed (Recognition of Cultural 

Diversity) 
3. Read the policy 
4. Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 
5. Select the reviewer type "Parent". 
6. Enter your name (optional). 

Morning tea break 
 

12.30pm - 1.30pm:  
Lunch break 

 
Alfriston Road Kiss and 

Go pick up times  
2.30pm, 2.45pm 

Gates close 3.00pm 
 

Mill Road carpark 
Pick up times 

2.30pm, 2.45pm 
Gates close 3.00pm 

 
2020 TERM DATES: 

 
Monday 20th July - Friday 

25th September 
 

TERM 4 
Monday 12th October - 

Tuesday  15th  December 
 

 

Teacher Only Day 2020 
Friday 13th November 

 
Alfriston School Website 

www.alfriston.school.nz  
 

School office: 
Ph: 09 2667845 

Parent visitors welcome 
from 2.30-3.00pm daily or 

by prior appointment 
Contact: 

office@alfriston.school.nz 
 

Administration: 
admin@alfriston.school.nz 

 
Accounts: 

accounts@alfriston.school.nz  
 
Linda, Narelle and Jane are 
very happy to help with any 
queries. 

 
PTA Contact  

Adam Thompson 
      PTA@alfriston.school.nz 
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7. Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed 
copies of the policy and a review form. 
 

 
 

ICAS exam papers 
Please note the change of ICAS exam schedule in the sidebar and on the school 
calendar. 
For those students sitting ICAS exams next term, we have a small selection of test 
papers at school that can be borrowed.  If your child would like to borrow some test 
papers please ask them to see Mrs Galvin and she will willingly give them a 
selection to take home.  Any other questions please email 
cgalvin@alfriston.school.nz 
 

 
News from the Deputy Principal, Mrs Galvin 

 
Our school values are evident in action daily across Alfriston School. The value of 
respect, cooperation and acceptance are most evident in core curriculum areas but 
also weave through the arts and other areas of school life.  We constantly see the 
students taking pride in their achievements and in the playground, kindness, 
honesty, fairness and trustworthiness are key values in forming and maintaining 
positive friendships. 
What amazing students we have here at Alfriston School! 
 
The senior school students have been working hard while working towards writing 
and presenting a quality persuasive speech.  This week the team held the speech 
finals with the standard of presentations being extremely high.   It was a very difficult 
job for the judges to decide on the placegetters.  Congratulations to all the students 
in the senior team for their outstanding effort but especially to the finalists who rose 
to the challenge of public speaking in such a confident manner. 
 
Congratulations to… 

  Year 5  Year 6  

1st place  Mikaiah Hall  Ruby Berghan 

2nd place  Edward Everitt   Elisha Hall 

3rd place  Annika Sasan   James Montgomerie 
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The Seniors have been doing some amazing writing!!   
Take a read of some of these awesome snapshots!! 

It’s dark and smoky, trees are 
glowing in the wind and it is cold. 
I see a hole. I look inside and in 
the blink of an eye I start going 
down the hole until I stop… 
By Emma Joll 

...It’s eyes were like the starry 
night sky but I could see the veins 
popping out of its head and a smile 
so wide it almost covered the 
whole face.   
 
By Tanvi Naidu 
 

Macs saw a big blue mountain 
protruding from the ground. On 
the side he saw hundreds of green 
blobs squirming around running 
away from what looked like a 
tornado. But the tornado wasn’t 
like the tornados on Earth… 
By Macs Young 

...I paced up and down the cave  
“Was I just delusional?” 
I asked myself then my heart 
suddenly dropped. I heard a rustle 
in the bushes behind me but what 
was it or who… 
 
By Fiona Naivaluvou 

 

WOW!!!   
Wearable Arts is well under way and the Year 7 & 8 students are loving 

it!! 
Here is some of the work in progress, we can't wait to see the final 

product and the models strutting their stuff! 

     

 



 

   

 
 
 

 

 
Room 11 has been writing engaging mysteries.   

Take a read, what do you think? 

“So it’s true he thought, it’s really true.” 

But suddenly he heard something that he could understand. Music. It played as the boy 

could pick up each note that was strung. His curiosity had wondered where it was coming 

from. He navigated through his new apartment through the sounds of notes that bounced 

off the many walls that separated him and the source of music. Through thoughtless 

wandering, he found that the music came from his next-door neighbor. He gazed at him 

through his bedroom window that sat next to an empty desk.      By Erika Parseth 

“He had warned her about the book.   Now it was too late.” 

Once she walked in, she was greeted with a warm welcome from Mr Linden himself. She 

called herself Claudia and expressed that she had a minor problem. 

“Well, Claudia, how is that I can help you with your so-called problem?” 

“I want a book.” 

“A book?” 

Mr Linden gave Claudia a confused glance, clearly, he knew that a book could solve 

anything, but usually, someone with more age and wisdom would know that… 

“Yes, a book. You know what that is, don’t you?” 

Claudia snickers. 

“What kind of book are you looking for?” Mr Lindens eyes are bright and hopeful. He's 

smiling an ever growing smile, hoping to persuade this girl to not just get up and leave. 

By Brian Booth-Jones 

“His heart was pounding.  He was sure he had seen the doorknob turn.” 

Dragons were flying through the cold night sky. Something had woken them, or maybe 

someone. A mysterious person in a dark shadowy cloak broke through the doors of the 

temple. As he slowly walked past the broken doors, a path of ice followed his footsteps… 

By Dante Coleman 

 

 



 

Happy birthday to the following students who 
celebrated their birthdays recently:  

 
Iesous Mussa, Tania Katipa, Ruby Berghan, Luke 

Tonkin, Ayaan Reddy, Navreet Kaur, Jasmin 
Kuar, Jewel Tahere, Micaiah Pihema, Avah Sila 

 
News from Associate Principal, Mrs Kimberley Rivett 

 

Blossom Art 
 
Room 5 has been learning about 
springtime and planting and growing 
vegetables. As part of our topic, we 
have planted 24 different types of 
vegetables and are carefully watching 
them grow. We have completed some 
writing as part of our research into 
what plants need to grow. We have 
learned that they need sun and water 
to grow. Room 5 have also enjoyed 
experimenting with different paint 
techniques to produce a beautiful 
springtime cherry blossom tree.   

   

 

 



 

Poetry Finals  
 
All of the junior school students 
have learned and practised a poem 
this term. The junior school poetry 
finals took place today and we 
were amazed by the students’ 
performances. Congratulations to 
the winners, pictured here:   

Year 2:  
1st place - Mylan Aitcheson, 2nd 
place - Jack Harris, 3rd place - Mikah 
Toala  

 
Year 1:  
1st place - Harry Wright, 2nd place - 
Brayden Hubers, 3rd place - Lochlan 
Thamoontree  

 
Year 0: 1st place - Shelby Davies, 2nd 
place - Elizabeth Aiono 
3rd place - Krishav Nand 
 
 
Well done to all of our finalists who 
were brave and bold as they 
presented their wonderful poems to 
the junior school. 
 
Check on your child’s class Seesaw 
account to watch the performances. 

 
The junior school has been focusing on growing 
plants in their classrooms and there are lots of 
seedlings just waiting to sprout! All of the classes 
have a ‘little garden’ in their room and students 
are learning how to take care of seedlings and 
where our vegetables come from. 
 
Here is Room 4’s Little Garden! 
 
 

 



 

 
Google Art and Ancient Civilisations 

  

 

In the middle school, we have 
been writing our speeches and also 
learning all about the Aztecs and 
the Egyptian civilisations. We have 
created some artwork and are 
busily working to design and 
create some wearable arts from 
these two ancient cultures. 
 
We have also created some 
‘Google’ art, where we designed 
our very own Google title pages, 
based on our passions and the 
things we are inspired by. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Facebook Page 

 
 

 
 

Have you found & ‘Liked’ our school Facebook page? 

Alfriston School App 
 

The Alfriston School App has a range of 
information to keep you informed and 
up-to-date with any important notices. 

Use this App to report absences, find the 
latest newsletters, staff contact information, 

Alfriston Parent Calendar and links to 
learning websites.  

 
THE ALFRISTON SCHOOL APP IS 

AVAILABLE THROUGH APP STORES 
NOW!  

 

 


